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I would like to thank the Graduate Women in Science for generously supporting my travel to 
the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Annual Meeting in Chicago from June 1st-5th, 
2017. This conference is the most widely attended oncology meeting and highlights the most 
impactful and cutting-edge research in cancer prevention, treatment, control, and survivorship. 
This was my first time attending the ASCO meeting. The amount of information presented and 
amount of expertise I was surrounded by was truly inspiring.  
 
I was invited to present a poster during the Patient and Survivor Care poster session. I 
presented my recent work with my mentor, Dr. Michelle Janelsins, examining the trajectory of 
fatigue in breast cancer survivors from pre- to post-treatment. This provided the opportunity to 
gain experience presenting and articulating my research findings as well as the opportunity to 
network with and get important feedback from leaders in my field. I had rewarding and 
important discussions with researchers from other institutions that have directed our analyses 
and future research in new directions.  
 
ASCO provides opportunities to attend educational sessions, oral abstract presentations, poster 
discussions, and poster sessions. I attended several sessions that expanded my knowledge of 
tumor biology, current treatments, and late effects of cancer and its treatment – my primary 
research interest. A unique feature of ASCO meetings are the poster discussion sessions, where 
a leader in the field discusses several high-impact posters, interpreting their findings and 
placing them within the greater literature. I found this extremely enlightening and educational. 
At each poster discussion session, we had a visual and verbal review of the literature to date, 
advancing my knowledge on each topic a great deal in a matter of minutes.  
 
My attending this ASCO meeting came at a pivotal time in my training. As a fourth-year 
graduate student, I have begun to explore potential postdoctoral opportunities.  Therefore, the 
highlights of the meeting were the one-on-one meetings I had with potential postdoctoral 
mentors from the Mayo Clinic, St. Jude Children’s Hospital, and the National Cancer Institute. I 
was able to make lasting connections and have meaningful conversations about our combined 
research interests.  
 
Overall, my experience at the ASCO meeting was invaluable. I was able to gain essential 
education and training in cancer research, hone my scientific presentation skills, and network 
with potential postdoctoral mentors. I am very grateful to the GWIS for supporting this 
opportunity for me.  
 
 
 


